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• The 16th edition of the Global Risks Report 

identified and discusses the many challenges and 

key risks presented in the decade head.

• COVID-19 has changed the global risk landscape. 

Risks have been reprioritised, new risks have 

emerged, and others have been intensified.

Download a full copy of the report at:

https://www.zurich.com/en/knowledge/topics/global-

risks/the-global-risks-report-2021
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Evolving Risks Landscape
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Top Global Risks by Impact



Evolving Risks Landscape
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Top Global Risks by Likelihood



Top Risks from the Global Risks Perception Survey 2020
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Inequality
COVID-19 could widen the gap 
between the ‘haves’ and ‘have-
nots’ causing billions of people 
to miss out on future 
opportunities  in
• Health outcomes
• Technology
• Workforce

Digital
The pandemic uncovered a 
digital divide as we were 
forced to work, learn, 
communicate and access 
health and financial services 
online and left us more 
exposed to cyberattack.

Environmental
Environmental risks continue to 
threaten: they remain top risks 
by likelihood and impact in this 
year’s survey

Key themes
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Climate 
Change

Technology 
advancements

Economy and 
industrial 
landscape

Rising 
inequality

Rising cyber 
dependency

Resilience

Key themes for the UK public sector
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