To all Chief Executives
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Dear Chief Executive

CJC CIRCULAR No 1 of 2005

This circular is to update you and your authority about the work of the CJC.  I should be grateful if you could copy it to officers and members with special responsibilities for 


securing Gershon efficiencies, and for 


the commissioning and procurement of work and services generally

CJC annual conference 

The subject for this year's Conference will be Making Sense of Competition, which is also the subject of the CJC’s next Guide.  

It will be held on 24 November at the Thistle Hotel, Charing Cross, London.  Leading speakers will address:


the Gershon agenda and strategy


how it will work out on the ground


how social enterprises, voluntary bodies and small enterprises will be affected


the impact on procurement of the Freedom of Information Act

and in two parallel workshops, the practical effect of Gershon on


road construction and maintenance 


public services and support services 

The full programme can be viewed and places can be booked through the CIPFA shop at www.cipfa.org.uk/shop

Standing Guide to the Commissioning of Local Authority Work & Services 

The CJC has published Version 2 of its Standing Guide.  

This enables users


to opt between three separate texts, for England, Scotland and Wales 


to check, if they need to, whether the EU directives apply to the procurement which they have in mind, and to opt accordingly between parallel EU and non-EU texts

The Guide is on CD-Rom, and contains the facility to cross-refer quickly from many passages in the guide to other related passages, without having to search for them; and back again.

Coverage now includes the impact of the Freedom of Information Act on procurement, and the new powers to sell discretionary services and to trade. It does not provide for the new consolidating EU Directives, because strictly speaking these do not apply until 2006. But subscribers will shortly receive the CJC’s analysis of all the changes, in terms of all the amendments which will be needed in the Standing Guide; together with cross references to all the old and new sources. 

A table of contents for this version of the Standing Guide can be found on the CJC's website at

www.cipfa.org.uk/pt/CJC.cfm
An order form is posted in the CIPFA shop at www.cipfa.org.uk/shop
Sincerely
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Will Werry, Chair, CJC




Suzanne Dowse


CJC Secretary
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