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National Students’ Forum (NSF) Conference Article

The historic city of York hosted this year’s National Students’ Forum conference.  Literally yards from the station platform, the venue simply couldn’t have been easier to get to – as the 100 students attending found out.

The day kicked off with outgoing NSF chair, Claire Gravil, welcoming students and describing the benefits of getting involved with CIPFA by volunteering.  

Speakers throughout the day were brilliant, and met with agreement from all students.  The fact that students tended to rate different speakers as their favourite makes me content that we provided something for everyone.

Kevin Orford was opening speaker, outshining the expected Richard Douglas with a “behind the headlines” look at the NHS, breaking down NHS jargon to understandable elements that gave a round up of where the NHS is now and where it is going.  A number of students voiced their opinion that it was so refreshing to see and hear such a senior finance professional being so direct and approachable, indeed there were so many questions that we ran out of time, but I will be contacting Kevin to ask for answers to the questions I have been given, and the answers will be published in the next edition of the NSF times, as well as on our website at www.cipfa.org/nsf.

George Foster, lecturer at Liverpool John Moore’s University, and winner of the 2005 Excellence in Education award, gave his presentation on what makes a good / bad boss, combined with personal anecdotes to illustrate his points.  Again, the personable side of this speaker cam across excellently and student feedback on him was very positive.

Caroline Gardner, president of CIPFA, demonstrated her support for the students in attending the conference and summarising the newly distributed development plan for 2006 – 2011.  She then presented the Tom Sowerby award for outstanding service CIPFA students to Dave Gardner, who works at Liverpool John Moore’s University.

Various interaction opportunities existed to network, which was a conscious change from the previous NSF conferences after feedback from 2005 identified this is what students want.  One such opportunity was the work / life balance workshop in the afternoon, involving discussion between delegates, as well as the wine reception after the conference, sponsored by Reed Accounting.  Given the “family” feel of CIPFA, the long term advantages of getting to know students from other professions and areas within CIPFA is an excellent way to widen your network and galvanise yourself into new opportunities.

Let’s not forget the freebies!!  Students were able to fill their CIPFA bags with freebies from the NSF, as well as from the great sponsors, Hays, Rockpools, Nottingham Business School and PQ Magazine who had come to display their services and give some invaluable advice on how to make your career successful.

The wine reception, sponsored by Michael Page, was great, and a chance certainly for everyone to unwind and relax with new colleagues, while feeding back any comments or concerns to the NSF members who helped the day to run so smoothly.

Without exception, every student I met said they would be back next year.  We want it to be even bigger and even better, and we will be working with your feedback and will keep you informed as to our programme as soon as we have it provisionally laid out.

Thanks again to everyone who came, it was great to meet so many enthusiastic students and hear that you had enjoyed the conference.  I was also so impressed with the number of people who said they were considering getting involved with volunteering at some level.  If you would like any further information on the NSF or its work, or would like to get involved on a regional level, please contact any of the regional volunteers highlighted in this newsletter, or on the main NSF email:

nsf@cipfa.org.

Kind regards

Johanna Taylor

Chair, CIPFA National Students’ Forum

