
CIPFA in the Midlands Regional Council 

Notes of meeting held:    December 8th, 2016 at KPMG, Nottingham 

Present:  Kelly Watson, Owen Campbell, Theresa Channell, Lisa Commane, 

Emma Cranidge, Tony Crawley, Hayley Mason, Andy Morley, Martin Reohorn, 

Richard Vialard. 

Conference call:   Nick Harvey, 

Agenda 
Ref 

Notes Action 
Owner 

1 Apologies Sean Pearce, Brian Roberts, Andy Burns, Andy Stephen, 
Emma Cannell, Alison Jarrett, Alan Edwards, Alison 
Breadon, Joe Reeves 

 

2 Review of 
actions 

  

2.1  Mentoring.   No progress since the last meeting Alan Edwards 

2.2 Paid Support.   A decision is still needed on whether 
and/or how to take this forward 

Kelly Watson 

2.3 Biennial Survey.  In the absence of Alan Edwards there 
was no update on this issue. 

Alan Edwards 

2.4 Regional Council nomination form.    This has been put up 
on the website 

Complete 

3 Student 
Society 

We need to understand employers’ relationships with 
their students – eg are students required, permitted, 
encouraged or forbidden from attending regional events? 
What types of events would be supported by employers? 
To progress this, we need to know details of all those 
employers (and the relevant contact) who have current 
students. Obtaining good information from Mansell Street 
is a pre-requisite. 

Kelly to discuss 
with Alan 
Edwards 

4  Events   

4.1 CATS.  The first of the revived CATS seminars was held on 
December 1st, at KPMG in Birmingham, and led by Matt 
Davis (Leics CC). It was a successful event, attracting 26 
paying delegates. We were concerned that the event (and 
perhaps even the CATS concept) did not seem to have 
support from Mansell St. Matt is involved in the Institute 
of Auditors and is accustomed to getting their support for 
IoA events he arranges. We were not clear exactly what 
help or support he had expected from Mansell St, but the 
message was that they had been “unhelpful”. We need to 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



be clear about what national support we need or expect 
for the CATS events, and to raise this with Mansell St to 
ensure we can get it. If there are reasons why they may 
not support CATS, we need to know why.  
Kelly will progress this through a general discussion on 
communications with the Centre on Regional issues 

 
 
 
 
Kelly Watson 

4.2 Seminar.   This was a sell-out and a success. Positive 
feedback received from delegates. 

 

4.3 Nick reported several events in the pipeline: 
A further CATS event in Feb or possibly March 2017 
A joint HFMA event in February supported by PWC 
The AGM – Grand Central offices, Birmingham, March 9th 
2017. Brian Roberts has confirmed his availability, as has 
James Dare (involved in the Grand Central project) 1 
other tbc.   
A question time event in March or April 
A joint event with the HFMA in June – Tony Crawley to 
investigate 
6th form management games (See also item 5 below)  

 
Richard Vialard 
Richard Vialard 
/Alison Breadon 
 
Nick Harvey/ 
Kelly Watson 
Nick Harvey 
Tony Crawley 

4.4 We felt it would be useful to have a role description for 
the events co-ordinator and also for individual events 
organisers. 
The key contact at Mansell Street for events bookings and 
listings is Camilla Hayes. Nick will circulate her contact 
details to Council Members. 
We suggested asking all CIPFA members in the East 
Midlands what they want from our events, and what 
would attract them to attend. We would need an East 
Midlands mailing list to enable us to target this group, of 
course. 

Nick Harvey 
 
 
Nick Harvey 

5.6th Form 
Management 
Games 

We remain committed to these games, and are now 
working more closely with Mansell Street on new ways of 
presenting them – with a particular emphasis on the use 
of improved and more up to date technology. Dan Cutts 
(CIPFA) has proposed (internally) that we should work 
together to provide some shorter games, which would 
increase the scope for offering the games. This has been 
agreed. 
So, in 2017, we plan to run 6 games, but with some 
improved admin and technology. In addition we will work 
with Mansell St on the proposed shorter ( 2 – 3 hours) 
game – which the University of Lincoln have agreed to 
pilot on July 19th. One further idea is to try and link 
workplace placement with the games opportunity. 
Kelly will be meeting Chris Gill and Dan Cutts to agree 
what needs to be done – and Kelly urged support from 
Council members to help to progress this. Indicative dates 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kelly Watson 
 
ALL 



for some of the other games are June 21st and 28th, and 
July 5th (But avoiding July 12th, which is the week of 
National Conference) 

6.  Autumn 
Forum 

Sean Pearce had submitted a written report, and Owen 
Campbell added some further comment. It had been a 
good event, with some useful practical sessions. A new 
events portal had been demonstrated – but there is, as 
yet, no firm timetable for its implementation 

 

7. Development 
Plan Update 

Kelly gave her thoughts on the general direction for the 
next couple of years – bearing in mind she also expects to 
be pretty busy at work!:  
i)  events and networking.   We are pretty successful here, 
and must continue this. 
ii)  Employers.   We must try to engage with employers 
and gain a better understanding of what employers want, 
what they will support etc. (Similar theme to the issue 
concerning support for students – see item 3 above). We 
need to brainstorm this, perhaps at the next Council 
meeting 
iii)  Mentoring / placement.   Kelly is personally very 
enthusiastic about the value of mentoring. 
The development and progress of CIM is not a matter 
solely for the President. All Council members need to play 
a part.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ALL 

8. National 
CIPFA issues 

Kelly is keen to improve links with other regions, to get a 
dialogue going about what things work well for them.  

 

9 AGM Lisa offered to try and find a volunteer or two to help with 
the planning and also on the day of the event. (Note from 
AM: Jas Sainbhee from Coventry City Council has been in 
touch) 

Lisa Commane 

10. Finance 
report 

Owen presented his report. 3 2015 creditors remain 
outstanding (6th form management games). 
In view of the low level of spending on events and 
students, the revival of CATS (which should earn a modest 
surplus) and the sponsorship of the 2016 AGM the 
outturn is now likely to be a small surplus. 
A budget will need to be agreed for presentation to the 
AGM on March 9th 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Owen Campbell / 
Council 

11  AOB   

11.1 Kelly asked how we might encourage momentum and 
better engagement between meetings  

ALL to consider 

11.2 Tony Crawley expressed disappointment that there was 
no Mansell Street representative. A few items had 
cropped up during the meeting that would have 
benefitted from some input from CIPFA. We accepted 
that diaries fill up early, so Andy was asked to set dates 
for future meetings for the next couple of years 

 
 
 
 
 
Andy Morley 



11.3 Kelly suggested inviting representatives from other 
regions to attend our quarterly meetings – and would like 
this offer to be reciprocal.  We agreed this would be a 
good idea. 

 
 
 
Andy Morley? 

11.4 Hayley Mason commented on the introduction of on-line 
exams. This had not gone well, and there would be 
further reputational damage in future if the problems 
were not ironed out.  We would discuss this as an agenda 
item at our next meeting. 

 
 
 
 
Andy Morley 

11.5 Business Partnering Course.  Nottingham City are 
pursuing this.  Staffordshire County Council believe it is 
too expensive. However, CIPFA will be coming to 
Nottingham to run the 8 workshops (over 9 months) and 
this should make the offer more cost-effective. 

 

11.6 CIPFA CONFERENCE 2017.   We need to agree our 
delegates to the 2017 conference 

Andy Morley to 
seek expressions 
of interest. 

Date of next 
meetings:  

Thursday March 9th am – Council meeting 
Thursday March 9th pm -  AGM 
Venue:  Grand Central Offices, Birmingham 
Friday June 9th  10.00 am PWC offices, Castle Donington 

 

 


