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Purpose 
 
This FAN training course delivered as two, half day webinars, focuses on accounting for 

Council Tax and Non Domestic Rates (NDR) in the Collection and General Funds from 
start to finish for authorities in England.   

 

We continue to receive a huge number of queries and requests for support on the ‘dark 
art’ of Collection Fund accounting and its impact on General Fund resources, from 

practitioners both new to and experienced in this subject.  Therefore, as the title 
suggests, this course aims to give you an introduction to this complex and increasingly 

important area of local government accounting, from the principles through to the 
detailed accounting entries using a worked example.  

 
After an overview of the statutory framework for Collection Fund accounting, the 

sessions will explore the constituent elements of the Council Tax and Business Rate 

Control Accounts, the subsequent calculation of Collection Fund surplus/deficits and 
Statement presentation and the implications for the General Fund. 

  

 

 

Learning Outcomes 
 
The key benefits for you will be: 

• Improved understanding of how the Collection Fund works and confidence in 
applying the Code of Practice and legislative requirements to Collection Fund 

accounting 

• Awareness of the interaction between the revenues system and the Collection 

Fund 

• Awareness of the impact of estimates in the Collection Fund process 

• Greater understanding of the consequences of Collection Fund accounting and 

its interaction with the General Fund 

 

 



 

Who Will Benefit? 
 

The events are designed to aid practitioners in English local authorities with their 
understanding of the Code of Practice and legislative requirements for Collection Fund 

accounting and putting this into practice.  It is aimed primarily at Billing Authority 
practitioners who haven’t done Collection Fund accounting before, those who may only 

have done it pre 2013/14 or those who require a refresher but will also be of interest to 
precepting authority practitioners who wish to enhance their knowledge of the subject. 

 

 

Programme 
Morning 1 

09:45 – 10:00 Registration 

10:00 – 10:50 
Introduction and Overview 

• Legislation and accounting principles of Collection Fund and 

associated General Fund accounting 
• The role of NNDR forms 

• Council Tax Base and Precepts 
• Treasury Management implications 

 

10:50 – 13:15 
Business Rates Accounting 

• Business Rate Control Account – costs, transitional 
protection, discretionary reliefs, refunds, interest, cost of 

collection, disregarded amounts 
• Impairment allowance, write offs, provision for alteration of 

lists & appeals 
• Business Ratepayer arrears and over/pre-payments 

• NNDR 1 estimates – calculating, monitoring and forecasting 

 A comfort break will be taken during this session 

Morning 2 
 
09:45 – 10:00 

 
 

Registration 

10:00 – 10:30 
Council Tax Accounting 

• Council Tax Control Account– discounts, costs, hardship 
reliefs, interest, 

• Impairment allowance and write-offs 
• Council Tax Arrears and over/pre-payments 

• Council Tax Precepts 

 



 

10:30 – 11:30 
Collection Fund Statement and Surplus & Deficits 

• What goes in the Collection Fund statement 

• Collection Fund Notes to the Accounts 

• Surplus/deficit calculation and allocation 
• Cash Flow Statement implications 

• Balance Sheet disaggregation – Council Tax and NDR 
A comfort break will be taken during this session. 

 

11:30 – 13:15 
General Fund implications of Collection Fund Accounting 

• General Fund entries for Council Tax and Business Rates 

from the Collection Fund 

• General Fund non-collection fund related elements e.g. top ups, 
tariffs, safety net, levy 

 

 

CPD credits 

Continuing Professional Development Schemes are based upon individuals’ needs and objectives. 
This activity may count towards your professional development as set out in your Institute’s 
Guidelines. A CPD certificate is provided for attendance at this webinar. 

Conference pricing and how to book 

This FAN course can be booked using any FAN network prepaid places or Network Wide 
Subscription places (formerly known as a corporate subscription). For any FAN Network 
subscribers not using pre-paid places the price to attend the training is £295 + VAT and for all 
other attendees the price is £345 + VAT.   

 

We very much look forward to seeing you there. 

 

 

CIPFA Sustainability Policy  
 

CIPFA is delivering all of our training courses, workshops and seminars in accordance 
with our sustainability strategy. We do not provide hardcopy course materials to 

delegates and these are now distributed by email in advance of the event. We are 
striving to reduce our carbon footprint in every way that we can, and we hope that we 

can count on your support. 
 

 

 


