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The Local Authority (Scotland) Accounts Advisory Committee (LASAAC) is constituted of volunteer members representing the Chartered Institute of Public Finance & Accountancy (CIPFA), the Association of Chartered Certified Accountants (ACCA), the Institute of Chartered Accountants of Scotland (ICAS), Audit Scotland and the Scottish Government. LASAAC is primarily concerned with the development and promotion of proper accounting practices for Scottish local authorities.  A key task in achieving this is LASAAC’s contribution to the development of the ‘Code of Practice on Local Authority Accounting in the United Kingdom’ (‘the Code’).  


Further information about LASAAC can be obtained at http://www.cipfascotland.org.uk/technical/lasaac.cfm
CIPFA provide secretariat support for LASAAC. Please direct any correspondence to lasaac@cipfa.org.uk or contact: 



Gareth Davies



Policy & Technical Officer


CIPFA in Scotland


Beaverbank Business Park


22 Logie Mill


Edinburgh


EH7 4HG

gareth.davies@cipfa.org.uk 
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REVIEW OF SCOTTISH LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
USER PREFERENCES – A SURVEY
1. Background
1.1 In an era of economic constraint it is particularly important that the financial statements of Scottish local government are relevant and useful for the variety of potential users of the statements.
1.2 The implementation of International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS) in both the public and private sector has raised concerns regarding the complexity of financial statements.

1.3 This questionnaire is intended to gather information relating to your needs and views on the use of IFRS based financial statements. The responses received will be used as the basis for reviewing the provision of information to meet the needs of users of Scottish local government financial statements.
1.4 You are encouraged to answer as many questions as possible, but you do not have to answer all questions. Please do not hesitate to add additional comments, as these provide the best insight into your needs. You are requested to be as explicit as possible about your requirements, existing experience and suggestions for improvements.

1.5 LASAAC also believe that individual discussion with stakeholders would be helpful and informative. LASAAC may therefore wish to discuss submissions with respondents. If you do not wish to be contacted please indicate this in Section 2. 
1.7 Responses are requested by Friday 5 April 2013 and should be returned, preferably by e-mail to lasaac@cipfa.org 
If you have any comments or questions on this consultation please do not hesitate to contact Gareth Davies (LASAAC Secretary) on 0131-550-7534 or at the above e-mail address.
2.0 About You
2.1 Some information about you would be helpful.
	Organisation Name

(if applicable)
	

	Your Name

(key contact)
	

	Post Title 

(if applicable)


	

	E-mail
	

	Telephone
	

	Postal Address


	


	Q1
	Can LASAAC make your response publicly available?

(Please delete the non-applicable response)


	YES
	NO

	Q2
	Would you be willing to discuss your response in more detail with LASAAC?

(Please delete the non-applicable response)


	YES
	NO

	Q3
	Please indicate if you are responding on behalf of an organisation or as an individual

(Please delete the non-applicable response)


	ORGANISATION
	INDIVIDUAL


3.0Your Interest in Scottish Local Government Financial Statements
	Q4
	Are you interested in:

	(a)
	All (or virtually all) Scottish Local Government Financial Statements (e.g. for all authorities)
	YES
	NO

	(b)
	 A group (or sub-set) of Scottish Local Government Financial Statements (e.g. for a group of authorities)
	YES
	NO

	(c)
	A single organisation’s Financial Statements


	YES
	NO


	Q5
	For your response(s) to Q4 please indicate what the basis for your interest is. e.g. a member of the public interested in my local authority’s statements; a contractor with business dealings with a sub-group of authorities etc.:

	
	


	Q6
	In general overview terms please indicate the decisions and/or judgements that  the financial statements are used for (or you would like to use them for): 

 

	(a)
	 I (or my organisation) currently use Scottish local government financial statements for:

	
	

	(b)
	 I (or my organisation) would like to use Scottish local government financial statements for:

	
	


	Q4
	Are you primarily interested in:

	(a)
	The funds that the organisation has available to support on-going public service provision (e.g. the ‘statutory’ fund balances as determined by legislation which can be used to support future expenditure)


	YES
	NO

	(b)
	The IFRS-based information which relates to the underlying use and generation of resources and the assets and liabilities of the organisation.

	YES
	NO

	
	If both have approximately equal importance to you or your organisation please answer YES to both. 


4.0 Which Aspects of the Financial Statements Do You Value?
	Q7
	Please indicate which aspects of local government financial statements are most important for you or your organisation.

Please indicate the importance of each aspect on a scale of 1 (low) to 10 (high importance).

Please provide responses based on (i) the importance you currently attach to it and (ii) the importance that you could attach to it if some improvements could be made.

You do not have to respond on each line. A blank response for a line will be taken to mean that it is not relevant for your purposes.


	(I)

Current

1 (low)

 - 
10 (high)
	(II) Potential

1 (low)

- 
10 (high)

	(a)
	Explanatory Foreword by the Chief Financial Officer
	
	

	(b)
	Statement of Responsibilities
	
	

	(c)
	Annual Governance Statement 
(or Statement on the System of Internal Financial Control)
	
	

	(d)
	Remuneration Report
	
	

	(e)
	Movement in Reserves Statement
	
	

	(f)
	Comprehensive Income and Expenditure Statement
	
	

	(g)
	Balance Sheet
	
	

	(h)
	Cash Flow Statement
	
	

	(i)
	Accounting Policies
	
	

	(j)
	Housing Revenue Account
	
	

	(k)
	Council Tax Income Account
	
	

	(l)
	Non-Domestic Rate Account
	
	

	(m)
	Common Good Fund
	
	

	(n)
	Sundry Trusts and Funds 
	
	

	(o)
	Group Accounts (generally, all group statements)
	
	

	(p)
	Annual Governance Statement
	
	

	(q)
	Disclosure Notes to the Accounts
(see question 8 below)
	
	

	(r)
	Independent Auditor’s Report
	
	


Please add more rows as necessary
	Q8
	Where the Disclosure Notes to the Accounts are of interest to you, please indicate which ones are of particular interest. 

If possible in each section please also indicate:

· What decisions or judgements you use the information for

· What aspects of the disclosure are helpful
· What aspects are not helpful

· What improvements you might suggest

· Any other comments



	
	Example: 

Pensions Disclosures

· Used to assess the long-term cost of service provision

· The analysis by scheme type (e.g. LGPS, Teachers’ Liabilities etc) is particularly useful

· The analysis of charges to the Comprehensive Income & Expenditure Statement is not particularly relevant

· A maturity profile of the expected liabilities (possibly as a graph) would be helpful



	(a)
	

	(b)
	

	(c)
	

	(d)
	

	(e)
	

	(f)
	

	(g)
	

	(h)
	

	(i)
	

	(j)
	

	(k)
	

	(l)
	

	(m)
	

	(n)
	

	(o)
	

	(p)
	


Please add more rows as necessary
5. Your Suggestions for Improvement
	Q9
	Please provide your suggestions for improving the relevance and usability of Scottish local government financial statements to you or your organisation.

Please list in order of priority or importance for you / your organisation, with (a) being the most important

Suggestions may include comments on the basis of the information provided, presentation choices, consistency between authorities, or any other aspects. 


	(a)
	

	(b)
	

	(c)
	

	(d)
	

	(e)
	

	(f)
	

	(g)
	

	(h)
	

	(i)
	

	(j)
	

	(k)
	

	(l)
	

	(m)
	

	(n)
	

	(o)
	

	(p)
	


Please add more rows as necessary

6. Preferred form of Publication 

	Q10
	Please indicate whether you have a preferred form of publication for local authority financial statements e.g. hard (paper) copy, pdf, on-line viewer etc.


	
	


7. Any Other Comments You Would Like To Make? 

	Q11
	Please do not hesitate to provide any other comments that you would like to make 



	(a)
	

	(b)
	

	(c)
	

	(d)
	

	(e)
	

	(f)
	

	(g)
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