Item 7 Appendix B LASAAC 21/03/13
IMPROVEMENTS TO PUBLISHED ACCOUNTS

OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN SCOTLAND
LASAAC is The Local Authority (Scotland) Accounts Advisory Committee.  The Committee sets the accounting standards for the accounts of local authorities in Scotland.  LASAAC is carrying out a study into the quality of published financial information that is available to council tax payers, citizens and local authority interest groups.

To inform that study, this questionnaire has been designed to establish what use, if any, is made of local authority accounts and how that information could be improved.  Completion of this questionnaire will inform that study to enable LASAAC to redesign the format and quality of financial information made available.  

Question







Yes

No
The Accounts of Organisations

	
	
	
	
	

	Are you aware that organisations council companies etc produce 

annual accounts ?
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	

	Do you receive the accounts

 of any organisations (e.g you may

 be a shareholder)?
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	

	If so, have you ever read the 

accounts of of such an 

organisation ?
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	

	If not, why do you not read the 

accounts of organisation ?
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	

	Have you ever read the accounts of your of such an organisation ? (i.e. accounts

You do not automatically receive).
	
	
	
	


The Accounts of Councils

	
	
	
	
	

	Are you aware that your local

 council produces annual accounts ?
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	

	Have you ever read the accounts of your of your council ?
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	

	Are you aware that the accounts are 

advertised publicly every year and

 that you can inspect a copy ?
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	

	Did you find the accounts informative ?


	
	
	
	


	What aspect of the accounts did you

find most useful ?
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	

	What aspect of the accounts did you 

find least useful ?
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	

	How long did it take you to read the 

Accounts ?
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	

	How long are you prepared to spend 

reading financial information from

your council ?
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	

	In what format would you prefer to 

receive annual financial information 

from your council ?
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	

	What financial information would 

be of use to you ?
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	

	If you have never read the accounts of 

a council, why is that ?
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	

	What service performance 

information would be 

of use to you ?
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	

	How likely is it that you would ever read the accounts of your council ?
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	

	What other comments would you 

like to offer which would improve

the quality and the level of financial information made available to

you ?
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	

	Do you think that different members

of your household would require

different financial

information ?
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	

	Would your interest in financial 

information be dependent upon the

method of delivery.

e.g via newspaper, internet, e-mail,

colour pamphlet
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	

	Would it be useful if the financial 

information explained the meaning

of technical terms like balance

sheet and revenue account ?
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	

	If these terms were explained would 

you be more likely to read the 

accounts?
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	

	Would you prefer that no technical terms were If these included in the information provided ?
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	

	Where would you most likely access the

 Information ?
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	

	If these terms were explained would 

you be more likely to read the 

accounts?
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	

	If received on paper what is the most number of 

pages you would be willing to read ?


	
	
	
	


Thank you for completing this questionnaire.  The results will inform the study currently being carried out.  The completion of this questionnaire was carried out in confidence.  If however you wish to discuss the study further and would like to offer further comments you can contact LASAAC on 031 220 4316.

