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Item 10. LASAAC 13/02/18
To: 

LASAAC     
From:

Gareth Davies
Date:

13 February 2018
Subject: 
Trade Union Time Disclosures 2017/18
Purpose of Paper
1. To discuss the applicability or otherwise of Trade Union time disclosure requirements to Scottish local government financial reporting.
Statutory Instrument
2. Audit Scotland identified that The Trade Union (Facility Time Publication Requirements) Regulations 2017 (UK SI 2017-328) has been issued. 

3. The regulations require disclosure by affected public sector entities, with more than 49 FTEs, of employee time spent on Trade Union activities.

4. The instrument is effective from 1 April 2017. Schedule 1 part 1 specifies it applies to “A council constituted under section 2 of the Local Government etc. (Scotland) Act 1994(11).”

Publication Requirements
5. The information to be published is specified in schedule 2, generally being the number of union officials provided with facility time, the percentage of facility time (number of officers in % bands); and the percentage of the pay bill represented.

6. Note that section 6 and 7, which presumably apply to Scottish authorities, requires that the disclosures are split between ‘central function’ and ‘education’ services.

7. The information must be published per section 8(4) on the website and also “(b) included in the employer’s annual report which covers the relevant period, where the employer produces an annual report.”
Applicability to Scottish Local Government Annual Accounts
8. The Local Authority Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2014 (SSI 2014/200) specifies the contents of the annual accounts as required by legislation (see section 8). It does not require an Annual Report to be part of the annual accounts. 
Committee Action 
9. The Committee is requested to discuss the applicability of the statutory instrument to Scottish local government annual accounts.
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The Scottish Government
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