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Hello everyone and welcome to autumn! After a lovely long summer it’s been all hands on deck again this month attending and organising events and supporting members and students in the North West.

Septembers Events

[image: image2.wmf]I attended the Southern Section’s event at Grant Thornton’s offices in the Royal Liver Building in 






Liverpool.  It was a spectacular venue and reminded 





me just how amazing Liverpool is.  I even got to 






learn a bit of history and legend about the Liver 






Building itself.  Did you know, for example that 






according to legend, if the Liver Birds fly away 






Liverpool will sink into the Mersey? And the building 





took delivery of its forst computer in 1967!  The 






programme lived up to the magnificence of the 






building and was excellent, with a great line-up of 





speakers.  You can read a quick summary of the 






programme in the next edition of Spreadsheet 






magazine.

The magnificent Liver Building, venue for the 
Southern Section event on 11 September

Unfortunately I wasn’t able to attend the Northern Section’s event the week later in Kendal; however colleagues have fed back that this too was a superb event and the first led by new Northern Section Chair, Ian Cosh so many congratulations to Ian for organising the event.  I heard there was a fantastic presentation about how Lancashire Police had been successful in rehabilitating offenders by thinking differently and a great session on FFF by David Ellcock.
National Conference 2016

We had our North West Council meeting on 18th and were joined by John Barker, Secretary of CIPFA South West who had come to talk to us about the National CIPFA Conference in July next year.  The conference is coming to Manchester next July so as the host region we are supporting the National event by having a regional stand in the exhibition hall and providing a regional drinks reception and dinner.  The conference takes a huge amount of organisation to ensure it can be a full packed value added few days and the North West will be supporting the organisers by providing directions to the venue and to just be on hand to answer any general questions.

I’m thinking that we should provide some northern refreshments on the regional stand so delegates can sample so some our culinary delights.  Not sure what as yet though – Chorley and Eccles cakes always go down well with a sip of Boddingtons, but if you have any other ideas let me know and it may feature for the delegates to sample.
North West Annual Conference and Dinner 2015

We have launched the bookings for our Annual Conference and Dinner this month too which is set to be a really super event.  
We have a free Student breakout conference that will cover e-assessments, the PEP and how to improve your career prospects by using social media.  There’s a great line-up of speakers for the main event which will cover topical sessions on ‘Driving Growth – Transforming the next generation Public Sector’ which is the theme for the day.  Bookings are already coming in thick and fast and this year we have much more flexible bookings which means you can either:

· Book the Conference as an event by itself.  This is a full day event for only £50 including lunch.  If you want to see the brochure and book on this event, you can follow this link: http://www.cipfa.org/training/c/cipfa-in-the-north-west-annual-conference-20151113
· Book the Annual Dinner as an event by itself, which is £30 and includes a reception and 3 course dinner, followed by entertainment.  Follow this link to book this: http://www.cipfa.org/training/c/cipfa-in-the-north-west-annual-dinner-20151113-north-west
· Book both the Conference and Dinner as a package which saves £10 on both events booked separately.  Follow this link to book the package: http://www.cipfa.org/training/c/regions-north-west-events-20151113-north-west
· Book the Student Conference in the day which is FREE but limited to 65 places so book your place early by following this link: http://www.cipfa.org/training/c/regions-north-west-events-20151116-north-west
The dinner plays host to a celebration of success and presentations will be made to new Members and award winners during the last 12 months.  The event brings together Members and Students old and new and is a really enjoyable and sociable evening.
And finally…..I completed a Sprint Triathlon this month in Nantwich, just for fun and I actually really enjoyed it.  I was a bit nervous as even though I have done two already I wanted to really push myself on this one.  After going the wrong way on the bike and doing an accidental extra 2k, I made it and felt absolutely fab.  The sun was shining but it wasn’t too hot and the camaraderie of the whole event was fantastic.  I’m spurred on to do an Olympic distance next year which is double the distance – well, I have got a while to train for it.
Shaer
Twitter – search twitter.com/CIPFANW
LinkedIn – search for the Group CIPFA North West

Facebook – search for the Group CIPFA North West
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