MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
NORTH WEST SOCIETY OF CIPFA

HELD AT HALLIWELL JONES STADIUM, WARRINGTON ON THURSDAY 26 MARCH 2015


Welcome

The President and Chair, Gill Kilpatrrick, from Lancashire County Council, opened the meeting with a warm welcome to members and to the Halliwell Jones Stadium.  She thanked members for their support during her time in office and she opened the meeting. 

Agenda

1.	Attendance

There were 52 members present. 

2.	Apologies for Absence

There were 4 apologies for absence

3.	Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at Chester Zoo on Friday 11th April 2014

The minutes were approved without amendment.  

4. 	Adoption of Constitution for the North West Society of CIPFA

The current Chair and President of the Society, Gill Kilpatrick opened the meeting by thanking members for their support during her two years as President and Chairman. She spoke of some of the challenges and difficulties faced by members during the current times, but also reflected on the strength that can be gained from participating in the Society and its activities. Gill welcomed the election of Shaer Halewood from Warrington BC as the next President and Chair. 

4.	Election of Society President 2015-17

Shaer Halewood was elected as president for a period of two years.. Gill formally presented Shaer with the chain of office.

6. 	Election of Society Vice-President 2015-17

There was one nomination for the office of Vice-President for a period of two years. Mike Thomas, Grant Thornton was elected unopposed. Shaer presented Mike with the chain of office.

7.	Election of Society Officers 

The President informed the meeting that following the recent nominations and there being no other nominations the following officers were elected to serve on the Council for 2015-16:
Honorary Secretary					Mike Thomas
Honorary Treasurer					Vacant

Regional Representative	(Nomination)			Lee Yale Helms

7.	Election of Corporate Members of the Council
A number of nominations were received to be corporate members of the Council. In line with the Council's Constitution the following members were nominated and accepted onto the Council;

Chris Pyke
Ian Coleman
David Taylor-Smith
Mike Owen 
Jeremy Valentine 
One vacancy

8.	Election of Auditor to the Society

There was one nomination as Auditor to the Society.  Steve Kenyon from Bury MBC was duly confirmed as the Auditor to the Society.
. 

9.	Election of Co-opted Members to the Society

There were was no discussion about co-opted members of the Council as this will be discussed at the next meeting on 17 April 2015 the current two co-opted members Pam Dyson and Rebecca Davies will remain as co-opted members.

10.	Annual Report and Accounts 2014-15

The Annual Report and Accounts was received.  The Chair paid tribute to the hard work of the Society Officers and volunteers in the groups and sections.  The Annual Report and Accounts were approved and seconded by members. 

11.	Presidential Address

The Presidential Address was given by Shaer Halewood. Shaer commented on the hard work of all Society members and focused on the opportunities that having a vibrant and strong Society presented. Shaer's presentation is attached to the minutes for members attention.

12.	PRESENTATIONS


Rob Whiteman, CEO, CIPFA – gave a stimulating presentation about the climate in which the current membership is living and the challenges ahead. A precise of Rob's talk is attached for members to consider.

Ben Jay, Assistant Director of Finance Tameside BC  – gave a very thought provoking insight to the challenges faced by the Council and its health partners in terms of integrating health and social care activity within the borough and within the context of the Greater Manchester Devolution debate. 


Mike Farrar, Independent Health Consultant, - Mike gave a stimulating discussion into current thinking about the delivery of healthcare in the UK. This was positioned in the context of the health / social care integration agenda. Mike began by outlining his role on the Total Place Group run by Sir Michael Bichard, his role on the HFMA Total Finance Group and his new role as the Independent Chair to the Greater Manchester Chief Executives group. Mike covered three main areas in his speech – the NHS Five Year Forward View, Whole System Working Leadership and Generating Additional Income. He said that personal relationships were key in making any change a success and people needed to avoid vested organisational environmental factors when looking to create change.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Chris Murray, Director , Core Cities  Group. -  Chris gave a fascinating insight into the devolution changes being considered by Greater Manchester. He began by outlining the history of AGMA and Core Cities group and the recent addition of the cities of Glasgow and Cardiff into the group. Chris's slides are attached for members to consider. Chris also highlighted a new piece of research work being undertaken by the Core Cities group on Devo Me – what does devolution mean for individual citizens and communities.  Chris outlined a range of other reports that had recently been undertaken in this area. 


13. Tour of the Warrington Wolves Stadium.
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