
CIPFA in the Midlands Regional Council 

Notes of meeting held:    December 18th , 2015 

Present:  Alison Jarrett, Andy Morley, Owen Campbell,  Nick Harvey,        

Victoria Hundleby,  Jon Roberts,  Kelly Watson,  Tony Crawley (KPMG)                             

Conference call:   Lisa Commane, Colin Sharpe. 

We welcomed Tony Crawley to the meeting. He began the meeting by setting 

out his view of key developments in the Public Sector – especially the issues 

arising from the current split of responsibilities between Local Government 

and the NHS regarding Social Care. 

Agenda 
Ref 

Notes Action 
Owner 

1 Apologies Andy Burns, Emma Cannell, Jon Crockett, Alan Edwards, 
Andy Ford, Sean Pearce, Joe Reeves, Brian Roberts, 
Andrew Stephens, Peter Shakespear  

 

2 Review of 
actions 

  

2.1  6th form management games. Chris Gill and Kelly 
Watson visited Mansell St to discuss future games. All 
are agreed that the quality and nature of the “goodies” 
offer needs to be significantly improved. 

Kelly Watson / 
Chris Gill/ Alan 
Edwards  

2.2 Mentoring scheme. The provision of a contact list for 
members in the midlands region was an “action” for 
Dee Noonan, who has now left CIPFA. This now needs 
pursuing with Dee’s replacement at Mansell St.  

Alison Jarrett / 
Alan Edwards 

2.3 Paid support. No progress yet. A JD has been prepared 
for the SE region. AM to pursue this. 

Andy Morley 

2.4 CIPFA’s biennial survey of members.  No information Alan Edwards 

2.5 Volunteering form for the CIM website.  Still needed Alison Jarrett 

2.6 Zurich sponsorship. In Paul Hector’s absence, no-one 
had any contact details for Zurich or any detailed 
knowledge about the possible sponsorship. 

Andy Morley to 
contact Paul 
Hector 

3. Students 
Society 
update. 

An e-assessment event held at Grant Thornton in 
October was very popular. Exam skills events are 
generally well received – and delegates seem to prefer 
venues in the Central Midlands. 
Emma Cannell has a new job at Keele University, but 
wishes to continue in her Student Society role. She has 
asked for guidance and suggestions re. speakers 

Alison Jarrett to 
circulate Emma’s 
note on the 
event. 
 
 
All 



4.  Events 
update. 

There has been no progress regarding the proposed 
CATS events. Tony Crawley has offered KPMG as a 
possible venue, but has had no response. 
A number of other events are arranged or planned, as 
set out in Nick Harvey’s agenda paper.  
More volunteers are needed to help with events 
planning and running. 
Victoria Hundleby would like to help to run an HFMA 
related event. 
Tony Crawley would be happy to help run a joint event.   
 
An inspirational speaker is still needed for the AGM.  

Alison Jarrett to 
contact Rob 
Milford  
 
 
 
 
Victoria Hundelby  
/ events team 
Tony Crawley/ 
events team 
Events team 

5.Annual 
Seminar 

The Annual Seminar had to be cancelled due to a lack of 
numbers, but was rearranged for January 15th. (This, 
too, was subsequently cancelled for the same reason). 

 

6. 6th form  
mgt games 

Planning for these events in 2016 is already in hand – 8  
venues are planned, although some are still TBC. The 
games will continue to be badged as “6th form 
management games” for 2016. Chris Gill may not lead 
any of the games, although he is keen to continue with 
the administration. Kelly Watson is liaising with the SE 
region, as they develop their plans. The NE region had 
to cancel their planned games – but we were not sure 
why. 
Mansell St are considering a shorter form of the games 
to be used in the University sector – no further details 
as yet.  

Chris Gill / Kelly 
Watson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alan Edwards 
 

6a 
Membership 
& 
succession 
planning 

The current membership of the Council was discussed. 
Alison will prepare a note for Colin Sharpe to put on the 
website, together with the nomination form.  We need 
to be clear about membership and vacancies in the run 
up to the AGM. 
We noted no bye-law 5 nominations, and no recent 
contact re. the AAT. 
Stronger engagement with the NHS is needed – and 
someone from this sector to work on the events team 
would be an advantage. We could co-opt for this role, if 
a suitable individual could be identified. 
Owen Campbell will take over as Treasurer after the 
2016 AGM 

Alison Jarrett 
 
Andy Morley to 
update the 
membership 
summary 
 
Events Team / All 
 
 
 
Owen Campbell / 
Andy Morley 

7.  2015 
strategic 
plan work 
allocation 
 

Alison will circulate an up to date version of the work 
programme in advance of the March meeting 

Alison Jarrett 

8 Mansell 
Street – 

Drew Cullen has now taken on responsibility for the NE 
region, and responsibility for the Midlands is now with 

 



Changes to 
personnel 
and other 
matters 

Alan Edwards. Tom Harrison is now our communications 
liaison contact. CIPFA now have some social media 
expertise for us to draw on in order to develop our own 
communication. 
The Board for the Regions has been disbanded, and the 
Conference for the Regions is to be discontinued in its 
present form – although something else is likely to be 
put in its place, (“Regional forums”) so we will leave an 
item in the 2016 budget 
Brian Roberts will be the new CIPFA president, and Andy 
Burns the new vice-president. 

9 Finance 
report 

The reports were noted. The lack of any income from 
the Seminar, together with minor overspends on the 
Conference attendance and the 6th form management 
games – offset by some underspends elsewhere – 
means that the outturn will be a deficit of just over £1k. 
The 2016 budget was agreed, with an additional £0.5k 
allocated to the 6th form games, and a commensurate 
reduction in the Low Cost Events budget. In view of the 
difficulties in 2015, no net income is budgeted for either 
the annual seminar or the CATS events. The overall 
picture is a planned deficit of £1.9k 

 
 
 
 
 
Andy Morley / 
Owen Campbell 

10 AGM 1) Speaker(s) to be confirmed 
 

2) Membership / vacancies to be confirmed 
3) Certificates to be presented to the newly 

qualified members 

Kelly Watson / 
Nick Harvey (?) 
Andy Morley 
Alison Jarrett 

11 Feedback The success of the apprentice scheme was discussed. 
There was general enthusiasm for CIPFA’s current 
direction 

 

12 AOB Jon Roberts announced that this is his final CIM meeting 
as he is taking up a new role in the South West. Council 
thanked him for his active support for the Region over 
the last few years and wished him well for the future. 

 

Date of next 
meetings:  

March 3 2016:  Council meeting followed by AGM.  
Venue BDO (Birmingham) 
Other dates to follow 

 
Alison Jarrett 

 

 

 


